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MORE HONORS
* K K

EI Pozo Productions received a 2008 Insight

Award of Excellence by the National Association of
Film and Digital Media Artists (NAFDMA) for its
documentary film "The Borinqueneers” which
showcases the history of the all-Puerto Rican 65th
Infantry Regiment. A second Award of Excellence
was also bestowed upon the acclaimed-actor,
Hector Elizondo, for his outstanding voice-over
work on the film as the Narrator. Elizondo, an
accomplished film, theater and television actor, as well as a director
and producer with a career spanning 40 years, is currently appearing
on the hit USA series, "Monk".

NAFDMA presents the Insight Awards for work that is not only
exemplary but also has made a contribution to society by increasing
public awareness or raising social consciousness. For information on
the Insight Awards, visit www.insightawards.com.

THE BORINQUENEERS also received an “Honorable Mention”
award by the Columbus International Film & Video Festival, a.k.a. "The
Chris Awards", one of the most prestigious documentary, educational,
business and informational competitions in the U.S. The annual film
festival, the oldest of its kind in North America now celebrating its 56th
year, is designed to encourage and promote the use of film and video
in all forms of education and communication.

In May 2008, the film was enthusiastically viewed at the National
Guard Equal Opportunity Conference in Phoenix, Arizona by 400
servicemembers from every U.S. state and territory. Producer Noemi
Figueroa Soulet received a “Director's Award” from the National
Guard's Office of Equal Opportunity and Civil Rights for her
“commitment to the highest standards of excellence in the pursuit of
Equal Opportunity.*

In March 2009, THE BORINQUENEERS was screened at the
Annual Conference of Organization of American Historians (OAH) , the
largest learned society devoted to the study of American history. We
are also pleased to inform you that THE BORINQUENEERS was one
of the 2008 top ten selling titles of our institutional/educational
distributor, THE CINEMA GUILD.

Of course, this is only the beginning. We continue to need your
help to spread the word about THE BORINQUENEERS and help
organize many more screenings and presentations this year as well.

Award of Excellence
2008 Insight Awards

Thank you for helping to make this film such a great success! <
Noemi Figueroa Soulet
Executive Producer

Editor: Noemi Figueroa Soulet
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EI Pozo Productions recibi6 el Premio de

Excelencia Insight de 2008 por la Asociacion Nacional
de Artistas de Cine y Medios Digitales (NAFDMA) por
el documental “Los Borinquefios” que trata sobre la
historia del Regimiento 65 de Infanteria compuesto
por puertorriquefios. Un segundo Premio de Excelen-
cia le fue otorgado al actor, Hector Elizondo, por su
trabajo excepcional como narrador en la pelicula.

Elizondo es un consumado actor de peliculas, teatroy | Honorable Mention
., . R 2008 Chris Awards
television, asi como director y productor con una

carrera de mas de 40 afios, que aparece actualmente en la serie de
television "Monk ",

La NAFDMA presenta los Premios Insight por trabajo que no es sélo
ejemplar sino también ha hecho una contribucion a la sociedad
aumentando la conciencia publica o levantando el conocimiento social.
Para informacién sobre los Premios Insight, visite www.insightawards.com.

“Los Borinquefios” también recibié un “Premio de Mencién Honorifica”
por el Festival Internacional de Cine y Video de Columbus, conocido como
los “Chris Awards”, una de las competencias mas prestigiosas de
documentales educativos, comerciales e informativos en los Estados
Unidos. El festival de cine anual, el mas antiguo de su clase en
norteamérica que ahora celebra sus 56 afios, esta disefiado para animar y
promover el uso de pelicula y video en todas las formas de educacion y
comunicacion.

En mayo de 2008, la pelicula fue recibida con entusiasmo en la
Conferencia de Igualdad de Oportunidades de la Guardia Nacional en
Fénix, Arizona por 400 integrantes de cada estado y territorio
estadounidense. La productura Noemi Figueroa Soulet recibié el “Premio
del Director” de la Oficina de Igualdad de Oportunidades y Derechos
Civiles de la Guardia Nacional por su “compromiso a los estandares mas
altos de excelencia en la bisqueda de igualdad de oportunidades.”

En marzo de 2009, “Los Borinquefios” fue exhibido en la Conferencia
Anual de la Organizacién de Historiadores Americanos (OAH), la sociedad
mas grande dedicada al estudio de la historia americana. También nos
complace informarles que “Los Borinquefios” fue uno de diez titulos de
mas venta en 2008 de nuestro distribuidor institucional/educativo, THE
CINEMA GUILD.

Por supuesto, esto es sélo el principio. Seguimos necesitando su ayuda
para promover a “Los Borinquefios” y organizar muchas mas proyecciones
y presentaciones este afio también.

iGracias por ayudar a hacer esta pelicula un gran éxito! <
Noemi Figueroa Soulet

Published by El Pozo Productions e P.O. Box 302 ® Crompond, NY 10517 e (914) 739-3989 e contact@borinqueneers.com ® www.borinqueneers.com
Editorial Assistant: SFC Angel Cordero (U.S. Army, Ret.)
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Borinqueneers Motorcycle Club

The Borinqueneers Motorcycle Club was founded in 2005
because its founders recognized the need for a Hispanic-
oriented motorcycling club in Connecticut, with the hope of
continued growth throughout the Hispanic communities in the
U.S. Its mission is to honor the memory and courage of the
65th Infantry Regiment Borinqueneers. Their membership is
comprised primarily of Hispanic-Americans but they welcome
any and all individuals who share their passion for
motorcycling and are committed to promoting past, present
and future positive contributions in our communities. Their chapters
have expanded to a number of other locations besides Connecticut, and
now include Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Florida, Texas
and Puerto Rico. For more information, visit their website
at www.boringueneersme.com. <

Mailed Newsletters

Incredibly, we began this newsletter ten years ago in 1999 for the
purpose of keeping our supporters informed about the progress of the
documentary film we were producing. Over the years, the mailing list
has increased as well as the costs in printing and mailing the newsletter.
Now that the film has been completed, we have decided to reduce the
mailings of the printed newsletter. We will continue to send information
about the film and the regiment online via our E-Newsletter. If you are
not currently receiving this E-Newsletter and wish to receive it, please
add your email address by visiting our website at
www.borinqueneers.com/contact.

But don't worry. We will continue to send the printed newsletter once
or twice a year to all 65t Infantry veterans in our database since many of
our veterans do not own computers. We will also send the newsletter to
a limited number of people who do not have access to the Internet. If
you are one of these people, please send us a letter requesting us to
keep you on our mailing list.

We thank you all for the support you have provided us over the
years. jGracias! <

Have you purchased yours?

The book Puerto Rico’s Fighting 65th U.S. 7
Infantry: From San Juan to Chorwan, written by Brig. Gen.

El Club de Motocicleta Borinqueneers fue fundado en 2005
porque sus fundadores reconocieron la necesidad para un club de
motocicleta orientado para hispanos en Connecticut, con las
esperanzas de su futura expansion en comunidades hispanas de
los Estados Unidos. Su misién es honrar la memoria y valentia de
los Borinqueneers del Regimiento 65 de Infanteria. Su membrecia
esta compuesta principalmente de hispano-americanos pero
también aceptan a cualquier individuo que comparte su pasion
para motocicletas y est4 comprometido a promover las
contribuciones positivas en nuestras comunidades del pasado, presente y el
futuro. Sus capitulos se han expandido a varias otras localidades ademéas
de Connecticut, y ahora incluyen a Massachusetts, Nueva York,
Pensylvania, Florida, Tejas y Puerto Rico. Para méas informacion,visite su
pagina web en www.boringueneersme.com. «*

Boletines enviados por correo

Increiblemente, comenzamos este boletin hace diez afios en 1999 con
el propdsito de mantener a nuestros amigos informados sobre el progreso
de la pelicula documental que produciamos. Durante los afios, la lista de
direcciones ha aumentado asi como los gastos en imprenta y envio del
boletin. Ahora que la pelicula ha sido completada, hemos decidido reducir
los envios del boletin por correo. Seguiremos enviando informacion sobre
la pelicula y el regimiento por el internet a través de un boletin. Si
actualmente usted no recibe este boletin y desea recibirlo, puede afiadir su
correo electrénico visitando nuestra pagina web en
www.borinqueneers.com/contact.

Pero no se preocupe. Seguiremos enviando el boletin por correo una o
dos veces al afio a todos los veteranos del 65 de Infanteria en nuestra base
de datos ya que muchos de nuestros veteranos no poseen computadoras.
También enviaremos el boletin por correo a un namero limitado de
personas que no tienen acceso al Internet. Si usted es una de estas
personas, favor de enviarnos una carta pidiendo que lo mantenga en
nuestra lista de direcciones.

Le agradecemos a todos por el apoyo que nos han brindado a través de
los afos. jGracias! «*

¢Ha comprado estos productos?

El libro Puerto Rico’s Fighting 65th U.S. Infantry: From San

William W, Haris, the 65% Regimental Commander from Euirmné;u'; Juan to Chorwan, escrito por el General de Brigada. William W.
LTI, oI : ighting 65t Harris, el Comandante del Regimiento 65 de 1949-51, f
1949-51, was originally published in 1980 and is now US. Infantry arts moncane gimien v

considered a Collector's Item. There are only a few
remaining copies on the market and once these books run
out, you will not be able to buy them anywhere. We sell the
paperback version for $23.00 and the hardcover for $40.00.
Only a few other vendors sell this book at Amazon.com for
much more money. As the quantities decrease, the prices

&

From San Juan isChorwan

U Harvia Drgadoe Garars] U8 Ry |

publicado en 1980 y es considerado ahora una articulo de
coleccién. Sélo quedan unas copias en el mercado y una vez las
existencias se agoten, usted no podra comprarlo en ninguna
parte. Vendemos la version de tapa suave por $23.00 y la de tapa
dura para $40.00. Solo algunos otros vendedores venden este
libro en Amazon.com por mucho mas dinero. Con la disminucion
de cantidades, los precios para este libro aumentaran. Si usted

for this book will increase. If you haven't purchased your
copy yet, do so now before these books run out.

There's still time to order your 2009 Borinqueneers
Calendar which has been reduced to $7.00! These
custom-made, one-of-a-kind, collector’s edition calendars
can only be purchased from us. Containing archival
photos of the 651 Infantry Regiment along with 2009 and
2010 yearly planners, these calendars make wonderful
gifts for family and friends. «

todavia no ha comprado su copia, cdmprela ya antes de que
estos libros se agoten.

iTodavia hay tiempo para ordenar su Calendario
Borinqueneers del 2009 que ha sido reducido a s6lo $7.00!
Estos calendarios de coleccion hechos de encargo y Unicos,
son vendidos s6lo por nosotros. Conteniendo fotos de archivo
del Regimiento 65 de Infanteria junto con planificadores
anuales del 2009 y 2010, estos calendarios hacen
maravillosos regalos para familia y amigos. <+
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RESPONSE BY HARRY VAN ZANDT

In the last issue, we published an article about the under-
representation of awards in the 65t Infantry Regiment.
Below is a response written by Harry Van Zandt, who
served as Company Commander in the 65t"'s Company
“F" and Headquarters Co., 1t Battalion, from Feb. 1951-
Jan. 1952. He received a Bronze Star for Valor.

It is often said that medals are earned not so much by |
the valor of the individual but by the writing ability of the
author describing the action. Of course, it also depends
on the zeal with which the personnel of the unit pursue
these awards. The other factor involved is the review

Li. Harry Van Zandt
“F” Company Commander

RESPUESTA DE HARRY VAN ZANDT

En el Gltimo boletin, publicamos un articulo sobre la baja
representacion en premios del Regimiento 65 de Infanteria. Lo
siguiente es una respuesta esctrita por Harry Van Zandt, quien
sirvio en el 65 como Comandante de la Compafiia “F"y de
Headquarters Co., 1r Batallon, de febrero 1951 a enero 1952.
Recibi6 una Estrella de Bronce por Valor.

A menudo se dice que las medallas son ganadas no tanto por
el valor del individuo, pero por la capacidad de escritura del autor
que describe la accién. Por supuesto, esto también depende del
Y, entusiasmo con cual personal de la unidad persiguen estos
premios. El otro factor involucrado es el proceso de revision por
el personal lejos de la accion. Quizas es en este proceso que el

#!

process by personnel far-removed from the action. Perhaps it is in this
process that prejudice becomes a factor.

An example of what happens:

The personnel of one rifle company in the 65th Regiment received
eight Silver Star Medals. Six of these were awarded to Continental
officers of the company. Only two were awarded to Puerto Rican
enlisted men and one of these two was cited posthumously.

The 65th - all Puerto Rican enlisted men with about half of their
officers “continentals” - arrived on the Pusan Perimeter determined to
show the world their fighting ability. The people of their island were
proud of the regiment and followed their exploits very closely. Yes,
there were some, such as Gen. Aimond, who considered them “colored
troops” and thus not to be trusted. Others, such as Gen. Ridgeway,
who specifically requested the regiment be sent to Korea to fill out the
severely understrength 3d Division, knew that this full-strength regiment
was one of the few left in our 1950 infantry forces that was trained and
combat-ready. The Puerto Ricans immediately proved that Ridgeway's
appraisal was correct.

To suggest that any man in the 65th would have preferred that the
outfit be desegregated is ridiculous! Ask any of the many hundreds of
young Spanish-speaking replacements who went to Korea with minimal
basic training, fully expecting to serve with their brethren from the island
but instead found themselves assigned to other (English-speaking)
units. They can tell you about prejudice!

Prejudice is a quality within the individual, and it became apparent
that some of the replacement Continental officers were pre-biased in
their opinions of Puerto Ricans. This bias influenced their leadership
ability and the performance of the men in their unit. The answer to this
might be to school more Puerto Ricans for commissions and eliminate
Continental officers from the regiment. Is it possible to recruit good,
officer-quality men from the island's population? | can only answer this
by citing Capt. Tomas Guffain, 1st Lt. Luis Rodriguez, 1st Lt. Antonio
Rodriguez-Balifias and 1st Lt. Angel Escribano Aponte with whom |
served in Co. “F" from February to September, 1951. They were all
outstanding officers with extremely fine leadership qualities and held
the complete respect of the men under their command.

| am proud to have served with the 65t's soldiers. In retrospect, |
feel fortunate to have had this experience in Korea rather than a
repetition of my WWII service. | will always appreciate the way | was
accepted by and treated by these men who had already seen so much
action. They were real soldiers, doing their best to ease this civilian into
a nasty situation that existed in Korea in 1951. | especially appreciate
the platoon sergeants who did their best to see that | was able to
survive the transition, and many thanks to Capt. Tomas Guffain for his
“mucho simpatico” treatment of the “green” continental. <

prejuicio se hace un factor.
Un ejemplo de lo que pasa:

El personal de una compafiia de rifle en el Regimiento 65 recibié ocho
Medallas de Estrella de Plata. Le concedieron seis de éstos a oficiales
Continentales de la compafiia. S6lo dos fueron otorgadas a soldados
puertorriquefios y una de estas dos fue citada péstumamente.

El 65 - los soldados puertorriquefios alistados con aproximadamente la
mitad de sus oficiales “continentales” - llegé en el Perimetro Pusan
determinado a mostrarle al mundo su capacidad como guerreros. La gente
de su isla estaba orgullosa del regimiento y siguié sus proezas con mucha
atencion. Si, habia unos, como el Gen. Almond, quién los considerd
“tropas de color” y por lo tanto, no ser de confianza. Otros, como el Gen.
Ridgeway, quién expresamente solicité el regimiento para ser enviado a
Corea a completar la 3a Division que estaba de escasa capacidad, sabia
que este regimiento de fuerza completa era uno de pocos que quedaban en
nuestras fuerzas de infanteria en 1950 que estaba entrenado y listo para
combate. Los puertorriquefios inmediatamente demostraron que la
estimacion de Ridgeway era correcta.

iSugerir que cualquier hombre en el 65 hubiera preferido que el equipo
fuese desegregado es ridiculo! Preguntele a cualquiera de los cientos de
jévenes reemplazos de habla hispana que fueron a Corea con
entrenamiento basico minimo, totalmente esperando a servir con sus
compatriotas de la isla, pero en cambio se encontraron asignados a otras
unidades (de habla inglesa). iEllos si pueden contarle sobre el prejuicio!

El prejuicio es una cualidad dentro del individuo, y se hizo evidente que
algunos de los oficiales Continentales reemplazos tenfan prejuicios en sus
opiniones sobre los puertorriquefios. Esta tendencia influyd en su
capacidad de liderato y en el rendimiento de los hombres en su unidad. La
solucion a esto podria ser preparar mas puertorriquefios para comisiones y
eliminar los oficiales Continentales del regimiento. ¢ Es posible alistar
reclutas buenos, hombres de calidad de oficial de la poblacién de la isla?
Sélo puedo contestar esto mencionando al Capitdn Tomas Guffain, 1r
Teniente Luis Rodriguez, 1r Teniente Antonio Rodriguez-Balifias y 1r
Teniente Angel Escribano Aponte con quienes yo servi en la Compaiiia “F”
del 65 de febrero a septiembre de 1951. Ellos eran todos oficiales
excepcionales con excelentes cualidades de liderato y tenian el respeto
completo de los hombres bajo sus mandos.

Me siento orgulloso de haber servido con los soldados del 65.
Retrospectivamente, me siento afortunado de haber tenido esta experiencia
en Corea mas bien que una repeticion de mi servicio durante la Segunda
Guerra Mundial. Siempre apreciaré el modo en que fui aceptado pory
tratado por estos hombres que habian visto ya tanta accién. Ellos eran
verdaderos soldados, haciendo todo lo posible para preparar a este
servidor civil a una situacion desagradable que existia en Corea en 1951.
Sobre todo aprecio a los sargentos de pelotén que hicieron todo lo posible
para que yo sobreviviera la transicién, y muchas gracias al Capitan Tomas
Guffain por su “muy simpatico” tratamiento del continental "novato”. <

©2009 El Pozo Productions
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Rincon International Film Festival,

Rincon, PR- April 25, 2008. Film wins Best
Puerto Rican Documentary Award. After
screening of film, 65th vet Salvador Romero
answers questions.

Real to Reel International Film Festival (Shelby,
North Carolina) - July 24, 2008. Film wins Best
Professional Documentary Award

Borders presentation at Plaza Las Americas
Mall in San Juan, PR - April 24, 2008

*

Burke Theatre Peddie School (Hightstown, NJ) - May

National Guard Equal Opportunity Conference - The 23rd Annual Imagen Awards 18,2008. Screening sponsored by the Latina Women's
May 21, 2008 at Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort, (Beverly Hills, California) - August ! 4 1VO
ix Ari i 4 : Council of Mercer County. Top Row (left to right): Robert
Phoenix, Arizona. LTC Barbara Harris, Alabama 21, 2008. Film was nominated for , - - .
i i i ion-and- i " Patten (Mayor of Hights-town), Nilda Garcia (Pres. of Latina
National Guard, (standing) during the question-and Best Documentary for Television”. Council) Ed Mazzeo (Chief of Veteran Services for Mercer
answer session. Ray and Noemi Figueroa with actor uncil) Ed Mazzeo (Chi !

County), Noemi and Gerson Martinez, Community Activist.
Bottom row (L to R): 65th veterans Wendell Vega, Jaime
Lopez, Eugenio Quevedo and Researcher Ernest Acosta.

Edward James Olmos.

[ CORPS (Fort Hood, Texas) Hispanic Heritage
screenln%étSeptember 17, 2008. Audience members

— i

_ ' applaud 65th veteran SGM Jose Gil Melendez (Ret.).  District of Columbia National Guard 1gWashin ton, DC)
US Army Garrison Rock Island Arsenal - Sept. 25, 2008. From left to right: 1LT Daniel Cruz,
Rock Island, Illinois) - September 10, 2008. LTC Jaime Areizaga, 65th veteran Marcelino Cruz (with
aj. Gen. Robert Radin, Commander of the walker), his son Carlos Cruz, 65th vet Dr. Alberto Garcia,
Army Sustainment Command, introduces 65th Janet Otero and Marcelino's son. Marcelino Cruz
veteran Sgt. Ramon Torres Villafafie (Ret.). passed away on Oct. 12, 2008.

©2009 El Pozo Productions The Borinqueneers - April 2009 - Issue #23 4



Florida National Guard (Saint Augustine,
Florida) - September 26, 2008. Lt Col Valerie
Mueck (2nd from left) helped organize the event.

Teatro Yaguez (Mayaguez, PR) - October 1, 2008.
Co-sponsored by the City of Mayagiiez and the
Veterans Public Advocate Office. Eleven 65th
veterans attended the Mayaguez screening.

Left to right: 65t veterans Angel Cruz, Francisco

Hernandez, Victor Montes, MSG Pascual Rosa

Perez, Salvador Romero, Damaso Tirado, Eusebio
Santiago. 65! veteran not in photo Luis A. Serrano

LW VER MLy
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<« Indiana National Guard Screening - Oct. 6, 2008
(Indianapolis, Indiana). Filmmaker Noemi introduces the
film. Guests watch the screening.

Club Rotario de Rio Piedras
(Rio Piedras, PR) - Oct. 21,
2008. Left to right: 65th
veterans LTC Angel Escribano
(Ret.), SFC German Bravo
(Ret.), SFC Pablo Delgado
(Ret.) and Edwin Duran. LTC
Angel Escribano passed away
on Nov. 30, 2008.

-«

| Ocean County College (Toms River, New Jersey) -
Oct. 9, 2008. Sponsored by Educational Opportunity
Fund, Office of Multicultural Services. Organizer Laura
Rickards, 65th veterans Eugenio Quevedo, Jaime
Lopez, Noemi and guest Pat Ramos.

Mayaguez screening. Left to right: Jose Acevedo (of PRFAA-NY
Office), 65! veterans Salvador Romero, Eusebio Santiago,
Benito Perez, Noemi, Jose Irizarry, Jaime Braulio, Victor Montes.
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I n Memoriam...

En Recuerdo a...

LTC GEORGE D. JACKSON (Ret.) was born April 2, 1924 in Many,
Louisiana. A 1945 graduate of the West Point Military Academy, he was “G”
Company Commander of 65th Inf. Regt. during the Korean War. On October
25,1952, CPT Jackson's company was sent to hold Hill 391. At dawn, he
discovered they were under total observation by the enemy. They held the
position for 3 days and 4 nights. The last night they were subjected to an
enormous artillery barrage and were ordered to withdraw to the main line.
Due to their courageous stand, although overwhelmed and under-gunned,
the hill became known as Jackson Heights, in honor of LTC Jackson. Only
89 of 159 men made it back to friendly lines unscathed, the remainder were
killed or wounded. Fifty years later in December 2002, Jackson was
awarded a Silver Star for his heroism and leadership at Jackson Heights. At
the ceremony he stated, “I accept this award in honor of the 65%. The whole
company stayed and fought under the most murderous of conditions.” LTC
Jackson retired in 1965 after 20 years of military service. He died on
September 6, 2008 after a lengthy illness at the age of 84 in Dallas, Texas.
Col. Jackson appeared in the film THE BORINQUENEERS. His daughter
Tina writes “The memories of the Borinqueneers were important to him and
he was honored to be able to help you tell their story.” Submitted by his
daughter, Tina Jackson Noah.

COL. GILBERTO GONZALEZ JULIA (Ret.) died on September 1, 2008 of
complications from a fall in his home at the age of 95. Born in 1913 in San
Juan, Gilberto was drafted in the Army in 1940 and served in the 65th Inf.
Regt. during the Korean War. Since he was a lawyer, the Army assigned him
to represent some of the court-martialed men during the trials that took place
in 1952. Retiring from the Army with the rank of Colonel, he was a close, life-
long friend of Lt. Col. Carlos Betances, 2nd Battalion Commander. A famous
track and field champion of Puerto Rico until late in age, Gilberto won
thousands of medals and participated in many Masters running events.
Submitted by 65th vet William Feliciano Ruiz, Esq. (See photo on page 7)
LTC ANGEL ESCRIBANO APONTE (RET.) died on November 30, 2008
from a bacterial infection at the age of 80 in San Lorenzo, Puerto Rico. Born
in 1928, Angel graduated from the ROTC Program of the University of Puerto
Rico in 1950. He solicited a competitive tour of Regular Army and was sent
to Korea. There he was assigned to the 65™ Infantry Regiment as a second
lieutenant in Companies “E” and "F". He served for 15 months earning a
Silver Star and a Bronze Star. His later assignments included 47t Infantry
Regular in Germany; Infantry School in Ft. Benning, GA; 15t Cavalry Division
in Korea; the School of the Americas in Ft. Gulick, Panama and Province
Senior Advisor in South Vietnam. He retired from the Army after 22 years of
service as a lieutenant colonel. Angel is profiled in the film THE
BORINQUENEERS. Submitted by 65 veteran SFC German Bravo (Ret.).
(See photo on page 5)

RAMON S. VELEZ died on November 30, 2008 from complications of
Alzheimer's disease at the age of 75 in New York City. Ramon was born on
April 19, 1933, in Hormigueros, Puerto Rico. During the Korean War, he
served in Company “L", 65t Inf. Regt. from 1951 to 1953 as a Demolition
Specialist removing mines. After the war, he went on to become one of the
most important Hispanics of New York City working tirelessly to promote the
interests of poor minority communities since the 1960's. The direct results of
his leadership and vision are manifest throughout the South Bronx in a
network that includes colleges, housing, health clinics, mental health
programs, drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation services; the
implementation of bilingual education in the NYC School System and the
registration of more than 500,000 Spanish-speaking voters. In 1995, he
created the National Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc., drawing upon forty years
of success with the NY Puerto Rican Day Parade. Velez was buried at
Hormigueros Cemetery. Submitted by José Acevedo.

MARCELINO CRUZ-RODRIGUEZ passed away on October 12, 2008 after
losing his battle with his sickness at the age of 76. He spent his last days
surrounded by his family leaving behind 9 children and 15 grandchildren, all
who loved him. He was proud to have served and was proud of the men who
served with him. On November 10, 2008 he was interned at Arlington
National Cemetery in Virginia with full military honors. Submitted by his son,
Carlos M. Cruz. (See photo on page 4)

Teniente Coronel GEORGE D. JACKSON (Ret). nacid el 2 de abril de 1924
en Many, Luisiana. Se gradu¢ de la Academia Militar West Point en 1945y
fue Comandante de la Compafiia “G” del Regto. 65 de Inf. durante la Guerra
de Corea. El 25 de octubre de 1952, la compafiia de Jackson fue enviada a
sostener la Colina 391. Al amanecer, descubrié que estaban bajo la
observacion total del enemigo. Sostuvieron la posicion por 3 dias y 4
noches. En la Gltima noche fueron bombardeados de artilleria y recibieron
ordenes de retirarse a la linea principal. Debido a su postura valerosa
aunque superados en niimeros y armas, la colina mas tarde fue conocida
como Jackson Heights en honor al Tnte. Cor. Jackson. De 159 hombres
s6lo 89 regresaron ilesos a las lineas amistosas, el resto fueron matados o
heridos. Cincuenta afios mas tarde, en diciembre de 2002, Jackson fue
ortorgado la Estrella de Plata por su heroismo y liderazgo en Jackson
Heights. En la ceremonia, declar6, “Acepto este premio en honor al 65. La
compafiia entera se mantuvo y lucho en las méas crueles de condiciones.”
Jackson se licenci6 en 1965 después de 20 afios de servicio militar. Muri el
6 de septiembre de 2008 después de una larga enfermedad a la edad de 84
afios en Dallas, Tejas. El Cor. Jackson aparecio en la pelicula “Los
Borinquefios”. Su hija Tina escribe que "Las memorias de Los Borinquefios
eran importantes para él y él se sentia honrado de ayudarte a contar su
historia." Presentado por su hija, Tina Jackson Noah.

Coronel GILBERTO GONZALEZ JULIA (Ret.) muri6 el 1 de septiembre de
2008 a la edad de 95 afios de complicaciones de una caida en su casa.
Nacido en San Juan en 1913, Gilberto fue llamado al Ejército en 1940 y
sirvié en el Regto. 65 de Inf. durante la Guerra de Corea. Ya que él era
abogado, el Ejercito lo asignd a representar a algunos de los hombres
procesados en consejo de guerra durante los juicios que ocurrieron en 1952,
Se licenci6 del Ejército con el rango de Coronel y fue amigo cercano del
Teniente Coronel Carlos Betances, el Comandante del 20 Batallon. Un
campedn famoso de Puerto Rico como atleta de pista hasta tarde en edad,
Gilberto gané miles de medallas y participé en muchos competencias
Maestras de pista. Presentado por veterano del 65, William Feliciano Ruiz,
Esq. (Vea foto en pagina 7)

Teniente Coronel ANGEL ESCRIBANO APONTE (RET.) muri6 el 30 de
noviembre de 2008 de una infeccion bacterial a la edad de 80 afios en San
Lorenzo, Puerto Rico. Nacido en 1928, Angel se gradud del Programa ROTC
de la Universidad de Puerto Rico en 1950. Salicité una gira competitiva del
Ejército Regular y fue enviado a Corea. Alli fue asignado a las Compafiias
“E”y "F" del Regto. 65 de Inf. como subteniente. Sirvié por 15 meses donde
se gano las Estrellas de Plata y Bronce. Sus asignaciones posteriores
incluyeron la Infanteria Regular 47 en Alemania; la Escuela de Infanteria en
Ft. Benning, GA; la 1a Division de Caballeria en Corea; la Escuela de las
Américas en Ft. Gulick, Panamd y Consejero Principal de la Provincia de
Vietnam del Sur. Se licenci6 del Ejército después de 22 afios con el rango de
teniente coronel. Angel aparece en la pelicula “Los Borinquefios."Presentado
por veterano del 65 SFC German Bravo (Ret,) (Vea foto en pagina 5)

RAMON S. VELEZ muri6 el 30 de noviembre de 2008 en la Ciudad de
Nueva York de complicaciones de la enfermedad de Alzheimer a la edad de
75 afios. Naci6 el 19 de abril de 1933 en Hormigueros, Puerto Rico. Durante
la Guerra de Corea, sirvid en la Compaiiia “L", Regto. 65 de Inf. de 1951-
1953 como Especialista de Demolicion sacando minas. Después de la
guerra, se convertiria en uno de los hispanos mas importantes de la Ciudad
de Nueva York trabajando infatigablemente para promover los intereses de
las minorias pobres desde los afios 1960. Los resultados directos de su
liderazgo y vision se manifiestan en todas partes del sur de Bronx con una
red que incluye colegios, haciendas, clinicas y programas de salud, la
implementacion de educacion hilingiie en el sistema escolar de Nueva York
y el registro de méas de 500,000 votantes de habla hispana. En 1995, cred el
National Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc, haciendo uso de méas de 40 afios de
éxito con el Desfile Puertorriquefio de Nueva York. Presentado por José
Acevedo.

MARCELINO CRUZ-RODRIGUEZ falleci6 el 12 de octubre de 2008 a la
edad de 76 afios después de perder su batalla con la enfermedad. Pasd sus
Gltimos dias rodeado por su familia dejando a 9 hijos y 15 nietos, todos
quiénes lo amaban. Se sentia orgulloso de haber servido y de los hombres
que sirvieron con él. El 10 de noviembre de 2008, fue internado en el
Cementerio Nacional Arlington en Virginia con honores militares completos.
Presentado por su hijo, Carlos M. Cruz. (Vea foto en pagina 4)

]
The Borinqueneers - April 2009 - Issue #23 6

©2009 El Pozo Productions




SSG Santos Almodovar Sanch SGM Tomas Aponte (Ret. SGT Ismael Calderon (Ret.) Kenneth Darnell

ez (Ret.) ) Eduvigas "Edwin" Caban
HQ Co. 3rd Bn 1951-53, 2 Bronze 15t Bn,, Hdgtrs. Co. — Operations  Co. E 1951-1953 (6th Medical WWII & Korea Co. L 11/51-11/52
g;aézégeeévf‘f/% /%03)3/ rs 1951-72 & Intelligence, 2/51-52, Depot), Bronze Star for Valor Served 1940-67 for 27 yrs.
Served 20 yrs 1950-71 (Deceased) (Deceased 3-30-07)
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Sgt. Pablo Delgado Medina (Ret.) Agustin Fonseca Viera Col. Gilberto Gonzalez Julia Francisco Hernandez MSG Daniel Jaime (Ret.)
Co. E 1950-51 Korea 1952-53 (Ret.) 1952 Co. 19/51-52 Co. K 2/53-7/54

W 17

L kg . - = : - - ~ p w'e - '
Col. Julian B. Lindsey SFC James E. McCarthy Heriberto Montalvo Benito Perez Miguel Ponce
Regimental Commander Hdaqtrs & Hdgtrs. Co. 1953-54,  Hdgtrs. Co 2nd Bn, 6/51-53  Co. L 1951-52, Bronze Star Co. G 4/51-12/51
12/51-2/52 gronze Star for Meritorious (Deceased-12/6/07)
vece

"l UL

e

‘ Saul Rivera edina

Eusebio Santiago Ramos Col. Antulio Segarra LTC Luis A. Tavarez (Ret.) SGT Ramon Torres Ramirez (Ret.)

Co. B 1950-53 Co. L 1/52-9/52 Regimental Commander WWII & Co. K in Korea WwI, 1899-1929 served 30 yrs, 65th
(Deceased 7/1/07) 11/43-6/44 2 Bronze Stars (Meritorious ~ Founding Member. (Deceased)
Svee & Valor), Purple Heart Son Sgt. Ramon Torres Villafarie
(Deceased 20‘07) served in Korean War.
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Producer Noemi Figueroa Soulet and 65t

UPCOM | NG MAY 1.7 2009 Free to the public veterans Jaime Lopez and Eugenio Quevedo
Field Library will be attending. After the film, there will be a

SCREENINGS 4 Nelson Avenue question-and-answer session.

Peekskill, New York 10566

(914) 737-1212 Productora Noemi Figueroa Soulet y
www.peekskill.org veteranos del 65, Jaime Lopez y Eugenio
Quevedo, asistiran. Después de la pelicula,
1:00pm English Presentation habra una discusion.
2:30pm Presentacion en espafiol
May 22, 2009 6:00pm The Multicultural Music Group promotes social justice projects through music commissions created to

depict, to resemble or to illustrate a historical event in a particular culture. Ray Santos, five time Grammy
Award winner and Academy Award Nominee for Best Song in a Motion Picture, will be presenting an
original musical composition inspired by the Puerto Rican participation in the Korean Conflict. The
presentation is composed of two parts: the panel discussion and the concert presentation of the
commissioned work. The film will not be presented but, flmmaker Noemi Figueroa Soulet and 65th
veterans Eugenio Quevedo and Jaime Lopez will be participating in the panel discussion.

Free to the public

Pregones Theater

571-575 Walton Avenue

(between 149th & 150th Streets)

Bronx, New York

(718) 585-1202

Sponsored by the Multicultural Music Group  El Multicultural Music Group promueve proyectos de justicia social a través de comisiones de musica
creadas para representar o ilustrar un acontecimiento histdrico en una cultura particular. Ray Santos,

For more information, quien ha ganado 5 Premios Grammy y fue nominado para el Premio de Academia por la Mejor Cancion en
visit www.multiculturalmusic.org una Pelicula, presentara una composicion original inspirada por la participacion de los puertorriquefios en
or call (718) 884-5495. la Guerra de Corea. La presentacion estad compuesta de dos partes: la mesa redonda y la presentacion

musical. La pelicula no seré presentada pero la cineasta Noemi Figueroa Soulet y los veteranos del 65
Euaenio Quevedo v Jaime Lopez participaran en la mesa redonda.

CORRECTION / CORRECION: PHOTO SUBMISSIONS / ENVIOS DE FOTOS
In our last issue, we incorrectly identified this photo as As a lasting reminder of our young and brave Borinqueneers,
Abraham Diaz-Roldan. The pholo is of SFC Angel we welcome photographs of 65th Inf. veterans which we will
Rosario (Ret.) who served in Companies “D” & “E be ha blish i inted | d add o th
from 10/1951-7/1952. He served for 27 years from ppy to publish in our _p”me newsletter and add to the
1948-76. We apologize for this error. Photo Gallery on our website. Please also send complete

information on the 65t veteran.

En el ultimo boletin, incorrectamente identificamos . -
esta foto como Abraham Diaz-Roldan. La foto es de Como un recordatorio duradero de nuestros jovenes y
el Sargento de 1ra Clase Angel Rosario (Ret.), valientes Borinqueneers, aceptamos fotografias de veteranos
quien sirvi6 en las Compafifas “D” & “E” de 10/1951- del 65 de Inf. para publicar en nuestros boletines y en la
7/1952. Sirvi6 por 27 afios desde 1948-76. Galeria de Fotos en nuestra pagina web. También envie
Disctilpenos por este error. informacion completa sobre el veterano.

El Pozo Productions
P.O. Box 302 STAMP
Crompond, NY 10517

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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