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Osceola de la Florida unanimemente
aprob6 el nombramiento de una
nueva facilidad de recreo en los

in Buenaventura Lakes as the

65th Infantry Veteran’s Park. On February 24, 2011, Commissioner
John Quifiones in a ribbon-cutting ceremony unveiled the Park in
Kissimmee. The new facility is at the site of the former BVL golf
course. The 33.58 acres have been turned into a passive recreation
park with playgrounds, hiking trails, a pavilion for social activities and
landscaping. Accompanying Quifiones were more than thirty 65th
Infantry veterans who reside in Central Florida.

Sadly, this positive event has been tainted by a group of 25
residents in Osceola County's Buenaventura Lakes neighborhood who
are organizing an effort to recall County Commissioner Quifiones
because they feel he is not representing them. Amongst other com-
plaints, they feel that Quifiones “didn’t seek the input of the community”
in the naming of the Park. The group's leader, Kathy Sperling said, "He
didn't do his homework. These men were accused of desertion. It is
very inappropriate to name a park after a group of traitors."

As you can imagine, Sparling's words have galvanized this large
Hispanic community in Central Florida who feel that these statements
are rooted in racism. It is unfortunate that this small group of residents,
in their personal grievances against a politician, feel the need to involve
the 65th Infantry and question the appropriateness of the naming of a
park after them.

Other Florida politicians support the naming of the Park in honor
of the 65th, including U.S. Congressman Bill Posey of the 15th
Congressional District that covers Brevard County, who sent a Letter of
Support in support of a commemorative stamp honoring the 65th
Infantry (see page 7).
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Lagos Buenaventura como el "Parque
de Veteranos del 65 de Infanteria." El 24 de febrero de 2011, el
Comisionado John Quifiones desveld el Parque en Kissimmee en una
ceremonia. La nueva facilidad esta en el sitio del antiguo campo de golf
BVL. Los 33,58 acres han sidos convertidos a un parque pasivo de
recreacién con campos de juegos, senderos, un pabellon para actividades
y arquitectura paisajista. Mas de treinta veteranos del 65 de Infanteria que
residen en la Florida Central acompafiaron a Quifiones.

Lamentablemente, este acontecimiento positivo ha sido manchado
por un grupo de 25 residentes del vecindario de Lagos Buenaventura en el
Condado de Osceola organizaron un esfuerzo para desalojar al
Comisionado Quifiones porque sienten que €l no los representa. Entre
otras quejas, ellos piensan que Quifiones "no solicitd la colaboracion de la
comunidad" en el nombramiento del Parque. La lider del grupo, Kathy
Sperling dijo, "El no hizo sus deberes. Estos hombres fueron acusados de
desercion. No es correcto nombrar un parque por un grupo de traidores".

Como se pueden imaginar, las palabras de Sparling han movilizado a
la grande comunidad hispana de la Florida Central que siente que estas
declaraciones tienen raices de racismo. Es lamentable que en sus quejas
personales contra un politico, este pequefio grupo de residentes siente la
necesidad de involucrar al 65 de Infanteria y cuestionar si es apropiado
nombrar un parque en honor a ellos.

Otros politicos de la Florida apoyan el nombramiento del Parque en
honor al 65, incluyendo al Congresista de EEUU Bill Posey del 15t Distrito
Congresional que cubre el Condado de Brevard y quien envié una Carta de
Apoyo a favor de un sello conmemorativo que honre al 65 de Infanteria
(véa la pagina 7).
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MORE TRUTHS ABOUT JACKSON HEIGHTS
PART TWO OF 2 (continued from last issue)

by Noemi Figueroa Soulet,
producer of THE BORINQUENEERS

Another important factor in the reluctance of the soldiers of the 65th
to return to Jackson Heights was that the men were in a weakened
physical and mental condition. Not only had they been traumatized as
a result of the previous battle at Kelly Hill in September, 1952 where
they suffered more than 400 casualties, but they were exhausted from
the days-long battle at Jackson Heights which did nothing to encourage
the men to return to the hill. Many complained about not having
enough ammunition. Two affidavit statements from Company “F”
soldiers would state:

“I was not feeling well because | had gone 5 days without sleep and |
could hardly keep on my feet ... | am not guilty because the guilty one
is that Sergeant Valentin who told us not to go up the Hill.”

“It is not my fault that | was wounded in combat and that | had gone for
the last days without food and water. The words of the Sergeant took
hold of my mind... There was not enough ammunition and the
company was not yet well organized.” *

The soldiers’ morale was very low. At Jackson Heights, the stench
and sight of dead bodies and body parts only foretold a certain death if
they returned to that hill. An excerpt from a letter written by Major
Silvestre E. Ortiz, 65th Inf. Adjutant elaborates:

“Our men know well enough that among the horrible scenes they can
expect to see when ordered to retake and hold those hills, is the
gruesome spectacle of their comrades killed only hours before, and
from whom the barbaric Chinese had removed their eyes from their
sockets, placing them on their chests in large spoons.”

Waiting for these Puerto Rican soldiers at Jackson Heights was an
untenable, unsustainable piece of rock. Col. Villahermosa’s book does
not emphasize the untenability of Jackson Heights as a major factor in
the fiasco that took place. Of course, the military often assigns troops
to impossible missions. But if you send troops on impossible missions,
how can you blame them for not fulfilling their mission?

The fact is that Jackson Heights was an inappropriate selection for
outpost defense. Other units also had difficulties defending and
maintaining similar hills, but Jackson Heights was not like other hills
because of its design and solid rock composition, the inability of the
soldiers to effectively protect themselves while there, and the extremely
favorable position of the Chinese. In fact, the men should never have
been sent up there. | have heard this statement from various eye
witnesses that were at Jackson Heights. It was truly a suicide mission.
They could temporarily hold it, but they could not indefinitely keep it.
Therefore, the responsibility lies at the division and regimental level for
selecting this location for a mission that was doomed to fail.

In a videotape interview of Colonel Carlos Betances, the 2nd
Battalion Commander, he stated:

“Outposts are not designed to be held at all costs like they were in
Korea. Qutposts are placed to alert the main line of an attack by the
Chinese and then to fire long distance fires to disrupt that attack, until
the last minute then they pull out and they come back to the MLR.”

“Every time we were ordered to attack and take it, we took it. We
couldn't hold it... It was criminal to put people there that then they don't
have a chance to defend themselves.”

continued on page 3

MAS VERDADES SOBRE JACKSON HEIGHTS
SEGUNDA PARTE DE 2 (continuado del ultimo boletin)

por Noemi Figueroa Soulet,
productora de THE BORINQUENEERS

Otro factor importante en la renuencia de los soldados del 65 en
regresar a Jackson Heights fue que los hombres estaban en un estado de
debilidad fisica y mental. No sélo estaban traumatizados como resultado
de la batalla anterior en la Colina Kelly en septiembre de 1952 donde
sufrieron mas de 400 bajas, sino también estaban agotados por la larga
batalla en Jackson Heights que no los motivaba a volver a la colina.
Muchos se quejaron de no tener suficiente municién. Dos declaraciones
juradas de los soldados de la Compariia "F" exponen:

"No me sentia bien porque habia ido cinco dias sin dormir y apenas podia
mantenerme en pie ... Yo no soy culpable, porque el culpable es ese sargento
Valentin que nos dijo que no fuéramos hasta la colina." *

"No es mi culpa que fui herido en combate y que pasé los ltimos dias sin
comida ni agua. Las palabras del sargento se apoder6 de mi mente ... No habia
suficiente municion y la compafiia todavia no estaba bien organizada." *

La moral de los soldados estaba muy baja. En Jackson Heights, el olor
y la vista de los cadaveres y partes del cuerpo sélo predijo una muerte
segura si regresaban a esa colina. Un extracto de una carta escrita por el
Mayor Silvestre E. Ortiz, Ayudante del 65 de Inf. explica:

"Nuestros hombres saben muy bien que entre las horribles escenas que
pueden esperar ver cuando se les ordend volver a tomar y mantener las
colinas, es el horrible espectaculo de sus compafieros asesinados horas
antes, y de quien los chinos barbaros les habian quitado los ojos de las
orbitas, colocandolos en el pecho en cucharas grandes."

Lo que les esperaba a los soldados puertorriquefios en Jackson
Heights era una roca insostenible. El libro del Coronel Villahermosa no
menciona la insostenibilidad de Jackson Heights como un factor importante
en el fiasco que se llevo a cabo. De acuerdo, la milicia a menudo asigna
tropas a misiones imposibles. Por supuesto, si envian tropas a misiones
imposibles, cémo pueden entonces culparlos por no cumplir su misién!

La verdad es que Jackson Heights fue una seleccion inapropiada como
puesto de defensa. Otras unidades también tuvieron dificultades en
defender y mantener colinas similares, pero Jackson Heights no era como
otras colinas debido a su disefio y composicién de roca sélida, la
incapacidad de los soldados de protegerse de manera eficaz mientras
estaban alli, y la posicién extremadamente favorable de los chinos . De
hecho, los hombres nunca deberian haber sido enviados alli. He oido esta
afirmacion de varios testigos que estuvieron en Jackson Heights. Fue
realmente una mision suicida. Podian sostenerlo temporariamente, pero
no indefinidamente. Por lo tanto, la responsabilidad recae al nivel de la
division y del regimiento por seleccionar este lugar para una mision que
estaba condenada a fracasar.

En una entrevista en video del coronel Carlos Betances, comandante
del 2do Batallén, él dijo:

"Puestos de avanzada no son disefiados para sostener a toda costa como
fueron en Corea. Puestos de avanzada son colocados para alertarle a la linea
principal de un ataque por parte de los chinos y luego dispararle fuegos de
larga distancia para interrumpir ese ataque; hasta el tltimo momento cuando
se retiran y regresan a la Linea Principal de Resistencia."

"Cada vez que recibimos la orden de atacarlo y de tomarlo, lo hicimos. No
podiamos sostenerlo ... Era un crimen poner gente alli que no tenian la
oportunidad de defenderse.”

continta en la pagina 3

* Affidavit Statements, Court-Martial Case 360555, Ofc of the Judge Advocate General, Washington, D.C., 20 Aug 53, WRNC.
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Antes del incidente del 28 de octubre en Jackson Heights, el capitan
George Jackson, Comandante de la Compafiia "G", habia pasado casi
cinco dias tratando de sostener la colina. Después que su compaiia sufrié
mas de 80 bajas, se les ordend retirarse. La colina fue renombrada
"Jackson Heights" en honor de su postura heroica. Después de regresar de
la colina, Jackson les inform¢ a las autoridades superiores sobre las
condiciones fisicas dificiles de Jackson Heights.

Before the incident of October 28t at Jackson Heights, Captain
George Jackson, “G” Company Commander, had spent almost five
days trying to hold the hill. After his company suffered more than 80
casualties, they were ordered to withdraw. The hill was renamed
“Jackson Heights” in honor of his heroic stance. After returning from
the hill, Jackson briefed the higher authorities informing them of the
challenging physical conditions of Jackson Heights.

“Yes, they knew it was a difficult place, a difficult place, but somehow or
another, they kept sending people back and back and back.”

“Our ground was never designed by God or nature to be an organized
position or outpost. God had not even blessed it with a lowly shrub for
concealment. IT WAS A WONDERFUL FIELD OF FIRE FOR THE
ENEMY: artillery fire, rifle fire, machine gun fire, mortar fire. It met none
of the requirements of an Outpost or a position.“

“When the Koreans were decimated on this location, there was good
reason in military logic to let the Red Chinese have this worthless spot as
agit.”

Then Captain Willis Cronkhite, “F” Company Commander, stated
that he did not know what he was getting himself into when he went to

"Si, sabian que era un lugar dificil, un lugar dificil, pero por alguna razén u
ofra, seguian enviando gente una y otra vez."

"Nuestra tierra nunca fue disefiada por Dios o la naturaleza para ser una
posicion organizada o un puesto. Dios ni siquiera lo habia bendecido con un
arbusto pequefio para la ocultacion. ERA UN CAMPO DE FUEGO
MARAVILLOSO PARA EL ENEMIGO: fuego de artilleria, fusiles,
ametralladoras, fuego de mortero. No cumplia con ninguno de los requisitos
para un puesto avanzado o una posicion. "

"Cuando los coreanos fueron diezmados en este lugar, habia una buena
razén en la légica militar para regalarle a los chinos rojos este espacio sin
ningdn valor.”

Entonces el capitan Willis Cronkhite, Comandante de la Compafiia "F",

declar6 que no comprendia en qué se estaba metiendo cuando fue a
Jackson Heights y pens6 que los comandantes del regimiento y de la
divisién no entendian las dificiles condiciones fisicas de Jackson Heights.

Jackson Heights and felt that the regimental and division commanders
did not realize the challenging physical conditions of Jackson Heights.

“The first time that | ever had the thought that maybe we should have
never been sent to Jackson Heights was when my forward observer that
day, a Lt. Wilcomb, wrote me a letter recently and said we should never
have been sent to Jackson Heights. And | thought to myself, 'That’s
right, we should not have been sent to Jackson Heights."”

"And so, in retrospect, the situation was absolutely impossible and the
young enlisted men seemed to understand that a lot clearer than | did,
because it was a very shocking experience for me.”

“The mistakes were made at high levels where some person, who did not
understand what they were doing, selected outposts that were physically
within the Chinese position. And the Chinese simply could not tolerate
allowing enemy troops to hold outposts within their positions. We didn't
do it and we drove them out if they tried to do it. ”

In a letter to Col. Cronkhite in 1997, Col. Gerald A. Wilcomb, his
forward observer from the 58th Field Artillery Battalion who was at
Jackson Heights, would also write:

“The counter mortar program of the 3d Division Attillery sure as hell was
ineffective. The counter battery program of the IX Corps Atillery was
equally as ineffective. My battalion didn’t show me too much either. The
good services of the 3d Division Light Air Section were not called upon.
What use was made of the Regimental Tank Company or the 4.2 Mortar
Company? Except for preparation fires and suppressive fires for our
withdrawal, which | quess had been fired, | don't think the 58th Field
Artillery popped a single round our way. Your attack was successful. The
hill was taken in no time with few casualties. The fire support required,
however, was that which would have had to make an untenable situation
tenable."... As I look back on it, I'm afraid | have to sympathize more and
more with the troops that went on down the hill. In their innocence they
knew a stupid operation when they saw one. ”

Surely the opinions of these eye witnesses who were officers and

"La primera vez que tuve la idea de que quizés nunca deberian habernos
enviados a Jackson Heights fue cuando mi observador frontero de ese dia, el
Tnte. Wilcomb, me escribié una carta recientemente y dijo que nunca deberian
habernos enviado a Jackson Heights . Y yo pensé, 'Tiene razon, no deberian
habernos enviado a Jackson Heights."

"Y pues, en retrospectiva, la situacion fue absolutamente imposible y los
jovenes soldados parecian entender eso mas claramente que yo, porque fue
una experiencia muy impactante para mi."

"Los errores fueron cometidos en niveles altos donde una persona, que no
entendia lo que estaba haciendo, selecciond puestos que estaban fisicamente
dentro de la posicion china. Y los chinos simplemente no podian permitir que
tropas enemigas mantuvieran puestos de avanzada en sus posiciones.
Nosotros no lo haciamos y los expulsébamos cuando ellos intentaban hacerlo.

"

En una carta al Coronel Cronkhite en 1997, el coronel Gerald A.

Wilcomb, el observador frontero del 582 Batallon de Artilleria de Campo
quien estuvo en Jackson Heights, también escribe:

"El programa contra-mortero de la 3ra Division de Attilleria fue ineficaz. El
programa contra-bateria del IX Cuerpo de Atilleria fue igual de ineficaz. Mi
batallén no me ofrecié mucho tampoco. Los buenos servicios de la Seccién
Aérea Ligera de la 3ra Divisién no fue llamada. ¢Qué uso fue hecho de la
Compafiia de Tanque del Regimiento o de la Compafiia de Morteros 4.2?7 A
excepcion de fuegos de preparacion y de supresion para nuestra retirada, que
supongo fueron disparados, no creo que la 58a Attilleria de Campo disparo ni
un solo tiro en nuestro camino. Su ataque fue un éxito. La colina fue tomada
répidamente con pocas bajas. El fuego de apoyo necesario, sin embargo, fue
lo que habria podido hacer una situacion insostenible 'sostenible.' Cuando
reflexiono, temo que tengo que simpatizar mas con las tropas que bajaron de
la colina. En su inocencia ellos sabian que era una operacion estipida."

Sin duda, las opiniones de estos testigos que eran oficiales y

conocedores de los desafios fisicos de la colina conocida como Jackson
Heights deberian contar por algo. Todos han mencionado las condiciones
fisicas Unicas de Jackson Heights como la razén més importante para el
fracaso en Jackson Heights. Los otros factores so6lo contribuyeron a su
fracaso. La conclusion final es que Jackson Heights era insostenible. El
Coronel Jackson llegaria a la conclusion:

knowledgeable about the physical challenges of the hill known as
Jackson Heights must account for something. Everyone has
mentioned the unique physical conditions of Jackson Heights as the
most important reason for failure at Jackson Heights. The other
factors just contributed to its failure. The bottom line is that Jackson
Heights was untenable. Col. Jackson would conclude:

continued on page 4 continda en la pagina 4
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“The soldiers on “Jackson Heights” sensed something wrong when
they were subjected to uninterrupted enemy harassing fires all day
long and they, seeing no enemy, could not fire back. They sensed
the truth, which came out after the court martial trials and subsequent
defeat of the Third Division and the surrender of “Jackson Heights” to
Red Chinese Forces...that the place was indefensible, unsupportable
by Corps and Division artillery; logistically unsupportable; no engineer
support; no medical support; no signal corps support; NO support. It
was not in the cards. No one can defy the principles of war with
impunity. It was destined to fall.”

Some would argue that these soldiers did not fulfill their duties.
But | would argue instead that the Army let these soldiers down by
placing them in an impossible situation. They sent them off to war
inadequately prepared, beat them down physically and mentally in
one difficult battle after the other, did not give them the stable
leadership that they required and then sent them to a rock to be killed.
During the appeals, the Army must have realized this because they
showed mercy on these soldiers by remitting their sentences,
prompting Col. Jackson to state:

"The Army may have realized that there was some fault there that
was not Puerto Rican."

Of course, the negative publicity and public support from Puerto
Rico during the appeals also played an important role. In an article of
the Puerto Rican newspaper “El Mundo” dated January 27, 1953, the
Senate and House of Representatives of Puerto Rico submitted a joint
resolution to the Governor of Puerto Rico asking for an investigation
of the situation of the Puerto Rican troops stationed in Korea.

"WHEREAS: It is alleged that the Puerto Rican troops in Korea have
been victims of unfair, abusive and discriminatory practices, such as: (1)
being sent to the battlefront without the prolonged training usually
received by the North American forces; (2) combat service even while sick
or in convalescence; (3) remaining at the front lines, without relief, for a
longer period than required by military regulations; (4) the assignment of
the most dangerous missions and a higher number of combat missions
than assigned to other units, with the result that the Puerto Rican
casualties exceed in proportion to the 48 States of the Union."

In fact, the 3rd Infantry Division placed a “gag order” prohibiting
Puerto Rican soldiers from talking to reporters about the case. This
gag order was eventually dropped after pressure from news
organizations, but it demonstrates the Army's reluctance for the
details of the courts martial cases to be made public.

What happened to these men during a difficult time in combat was
due to a complex, multi-layered, emotional chain of events that has
still not been adequately explained. There are still many unanswered
questions. Was justice served when these soldiers’ sentences were
remitted? Or were there individuals who should have been held
accountable but were not? Not even a Board of Review could alter
the unfortunate consequences of so many, possibly unnecessary,
casualties suffered by the 65t during the battles of Kelly Hill and
Jackson Heights. Nevertheless, thousands of Puerto Rican soldiers
served bravely in the 65t doing their best under difficult circum-
stances. In a written statement addressing the challenges faced by
the Puerto Rican soldiers, LTC George Jackson reminded us that “a
Puerto Rican community with 1/80th of the population of the United
States was furnishing 1/18th of the U.S. Infantry fighting strength in
Korea.” <%

A copy of this article with footnotes and source documents can be
downloaded at www.borinqueneers.com/resources.

"Los soldados de Jackson Heights sintieron algo mal cuando fueron
sometidos a fuergo enemigo ininterrumpido durante todo el dia y ellos, sin
porder ver al enemigo, no podian devolver el fuego. Sintieron la verdad, que
se supo despugés de los juicos de las cortes marciales y de la derrota
posterior de la Tercera Division y la entrega de Jackson Heights a las fuerzas
chinas... que el lugar era insostenible, insoportable por la artilleria del Cuerpo
y de la Division; logisticamente insoportable, sin soporte técnico, sin
asistencia médica, sin el apoyo del Cuerpo de la Sefial, NINGUN soporte. No
estaba en las cartas. Nadie puede desafiar a los principios de la guerra con
impunidad. Fue destinado a caer.”

Algunos podrian argumentar que estos soldados no cumplieron con sus
deberes. Pero yo diria mas bien que el Ejército defraudo a estos soldados
por colocarlos en una situacion imposible. Los enviaron a una guerra
inadecuadamente preparados, los golpearon fisica y mentalmente en una
batalla dificil tras ofra, no les dieron el liderazgo estable que necesitaban y
luego los enviaron a una roca para ser asesinados. Durante las apelaciones,
el Ejército tuvo que haberse dado cuenta de esto, ya que demonstraron
misericordia con estos soldados remitiéndoles sus sentencias, lo que le
provoco al coronel Jackson a declarar:

"El Ejército quizas se dio cuenta de que habia algtina culpa que no era
puertorriquefia.”

Por supuesto, la publicidad negativa y el apoyo publico de Puerto Rico
durante las apelaciones también jugd un papel importante. En un articulo
del periddico puertorriquefio "EI Mundo" del 27 de enero de 1953, el Senado
y la Camara de Representantes de Puerto Rico presenté una resolucion
conjunta al Gobernador de Puerto Rico pidiéndo una investigacion sobre la
situacion de las tropas puertoriquefias estacionadas en Corea.

"POR CUANTO: Se alega que los soldados puertorriquefios en Corea han sido
victimas de practicas injustas, abusivas y discriminatorias, tales como: (1) ser
enviado al frente de batalla sin el entrenamiento prolongado habitualmente
recibido por las fuerzas de América del Norte, (2) servicio en combate atin
estando enfermo o en la convalecencia, (3) manteniéndose en las lineas
fronteras, sin relieve, por un periodo mas largo de lo requerido por los
reglamentos militares, (4) la asignacion de las misiones mas peligrosas y un
mayor nimero de misiones de combate a las asignadas a otras unidades, con el
resultado de que las bajas puertorriquefias sobrepasan en proporcion superior a
los de los 48 Estados de la Unién."

De hecho, la Tercera Divisién de Infanteria inicié una "orden de silencio"
que les prohibia a los soldados puertorriquefios a hablarle a los periodistas
sobre el caso. Esta orden de silencio fue abandonada después de presiones
de las organizaciones de noticias, pero demuestra el deseo del Ejército de
no hacer publico los detalles de las cortes marciales.

Lo que les pas6 a estos hombres durante un tiempo dificil en combate
fue el resultado de una cadena de acontecimientos compleja, multi-
dimensional y emocional que todavia no ha sido suficientemente explicada.
Todavia hay muchas preguntas sin contestar. ;Fue servida la justicia
cuando las sentencias de estos soldados fueron remitidas? ;O hay
individuos que deberian haber sido hechos responsables, pero no fueron?
Ni una Junta de Revision podria cambiar las consecuencias desafortunadas
de tantas, posiblemente innecesarias, bajas sufridas por el 65 durante las
batallas de la Colina Kelly y Jackson Heights. Sin embargo, miles de
soldados puertorriquefios sirvieron con valentia en el 65 haciendo lo mejor
bajo circunstancias dificiles. En una declaracion escrita dirigiéndose a los
desafios afrontados por los soldados puertorriquefios, el Cor. George
Jackson nos recordé que “una comunidad puertorriquefia con 1/80° de la
poblacion de los Estados Unidos prove6 1/18° de las fuerzas de infanteria
estadounidense luchando en Corea.” s

Una copia de este articulo con documentacién de notas a pie de
pdgina puede ser descargada en www.borinqueneers.com/resources.
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Col. Kenneth D. Hapgood (Ret., USAR), 82, died peacefully on March
8, 2010 in Pelnam, Alabama. Ken was born in Springfield, MA. He
joined the Army after high school, serving in post-war Germany. He
attended college in Vermont, completed Officer Training School in
Columbus, GA and subsequently served in the Korean War. Colonel
Hapgood retired from the US Army Reserve following a 40-year career.
He was also a retired engineer and especially enjoyed golf and motor
sports. Ken is survived by his wife of 58 years, Beverly, and daughter
Lisa, both of Birmingham. He was interred with military honors at the
Elmwood Cemetery. Reported by his wife, Beverly Hapgood.

Harry C. Van Zandt, 89, formerly of Clifton Park, NY passed
away on February 19, 2011. He was born on August 20,
1921 in Plainfield, NJ, At the end of his junior year in
Rutgers University, his R.0.T.C. Infantry group was called to
active duty and he was assigned to the 259th Regiment of
the 65th Infantry Division. He was shipped to the European
Theater of Operations and served in two campaigns. During
this service, he earned the Combat Infantry Badge and two
Bronze Star medals. He then served occupation duty in Linz
and Salzburg, Austria. Upon returning home, he completed
his degree at Rutgers. Being a member of the inactive
reserves, he was called back into active duty at the end of
1950 and then served with the Puerto Rican 65th Infantry
Regiment in Korea. There he served as a platoon leader
and Company Commander of Company F from Feb. 1951 to Sep. 1951;
then as the Company Commander of Headquarters Co., 1st Bn. from
Sep. 1951 to Jan. 1952. During his Korean service he received the
Purple Heart Medal, a second Combat Infantry Badge and two more
Bronze Stars including a "V" for valor. He left the Army with the rank of
Captain. After Korea, he worked in sales in the ceramic tile industry in
Texas and Connecticut, relocating to Clifton Park in 1968. Harry retired
from American Olean Tile Co. of Lansdale, PA. He was a member of
V.F.W. Post 1498 in Clifton Park. Harry was predeceased by his wife,
Eva Woodhull Van Zandt, who died on April 1, 1996. He was buried
with full mililtary honors Gerald B. H. Solomon Saratoga National
Cemetery, Schuylerville, NY. Reported by his son Jeffrey Van Zand.

SFC Celio Freytes (Ret.), 89 passed away on April 16,
2011. He was born in Montebello (Manati), Puerto Rico on
April 17, 1921. Celio was a noble Borinqueneer that fought
in World War Il and Korea with the brave 65th Infantry
Regiment. He was promoted from Private to SFC while
serving in different companies, including as Security NCO of
the Regimental Headquarters while Colonel Harris was in
Command. Celio was a hard worker who pulled himself by
his bootstraps; a great father, grandfather and husband; a
special person (loved by all); an excellent "handyman" who
could fix anything; a humanitarian with many friends who _
always willing to help others. He would say "haz el bien...no
mires a quien" (Do good, don't look at whom.) He had a very
good sense of humor and liked to play the Tres,

Cuatro, Guiro and Guitar. Reported by his son Lt. Col. Dennis Freytes
(Ret., USA).

— .
persona especial (adorado por todos); un excelente "hombre
% | maiioso" que podia arreglar de todo; un filantropo con
* | muchos amigos que siempre ayudo a otros. Solia decir "Haz
el bien. ..no mires a quien." Tenia un buen sentido de humor

Cor. Kenneth D. Hapgood (Ret., USAR), 82, muri pacificamente el 8 de
marzo de 2010 en Pelham, Alabama. Ken naci6 en Springfield, MA. Se
unio al Ejército después de la escuela secundaria, sirviendo en la
Alemania de la posguerra. Asistio a la universidad en Vermont, complet6
sus estudios para ser oficial en Columbus, GA y luego sirvi6 en la Guerra
de Corea. El coronel Hapgood se jubilé de la Reserva Militar después de
40 afios. También se jubilé como ingeniero y disfruté de golf y de
deportes de motor. Ken es sobrevivido por su esposa de 58 afios,
Beverly, y su hija Lisa, ambas de Birmingham. Fue enterrado con honores
militares en el Cementerio de Elmwood. Reportado por su esposa,
Beverly Hapgood.

Harry C. Van Zandt, 89, de Clifton Park, NY muri6 el 19 de
febrero de 2011. Naci6 el 20 de agosto de 1921 en Plainfield,
NJ. Al completar su 3¢r afio en la Universidad de Rutgers, su
Grupo de Infanteria R.0.T.C. fue llamado a servicio militar y él
fue asignado al Regimiento 259 de la Divisién 65 de Infanteria.
Fue enviado a las Operaciones de Teatro en Europa y sirvio
en dos campafias. Durante este servicio, recibio la Insignia de
P la Infanteria de Combate y dos medallas de la Estrella Bronce.
% Entonces hizo servicio de ocupacion en Linz y Salzburgo,
Austria. Cuando regreso, complet6 sus estudios en Rutgers.
Como era miembro de las reservas inactivas, fue llamado de
nuevo a servicio militar a fines de 1950 y entonces sirvid con

* el regimiento puertorriquefio del 65 de Infanteria en Corea.
Alli sirvio como un lider del pelotén y Comandante de la Compafiia F
desde febrero 1951 a Sep. 1951; después como Comandante de la
Compaiiia del Headquarters Co., 1¢r Batallon desde septiembre 1951 a
enero 1952. Durante su servicio coreano, recibié la Medalla de Corazon
Pdrpura, una segunda Insignia de la Infanteria de Combate y dos mas
Estrellas de Bronce inclusive una "V" por valor. Dejé el Ejército con el
rango de Capitan. Después de Corea, trabajé en ventas en la industria
ceramica de mosaico en Tejas y Connecticut, trasladandose a Clifton Park
en 1968. Harry se jubilo del American Olean Tile Co. de Lansdale, PA. Fue
miembro del Puesto 1498 de V.F.W. en Clifton Park. Harry falleci6 después
de su esposa, Eva Woodhull Van Zandt, quien murié el 1 de abril de 1996.
Harry fue enterrado con honores mililtares en el Cementerio Nacional
Gerald B. H. Solomon Saratoga en Schuylerville, NY. Reportado por su
hijo Jeffrey Van Zandt.

Sgto. de 1ra Clase Celio Freytes (Ret.), 89, muri6 el 16 de
abril de 2011. Naci6 en Montebello (Manati), Puerto Rico el
17 de abril de 1921. Celio fue un Borinqueneer noble que
luché en la Segunda Guerra Mundial y en Corea con el
valiente Regimiento 65 de Infanteria. Fue ascendido de raso
a Sargento de Primera Clase mientras sirvio en diferentes
compafiias, inclusive como suboficial de Seguridad del
Regimental Headquarters cuando el Coronel Harris estuvo
en mando. Celio fue muy trabajador triunfando por sus
propios esfuerzos; un gran padre, abuelo y esposo; una

y le gustaba tocar el Tres, el Cuatro, el Guiro y la Guitarra.
Reportado por su hijo el Tnte. Cor. Dennis Freytes (Ret.,US Army).
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SGT Emilio Pagan Gines, (Ret.), 88, of Vega Baja, Puerto
Rico was born on November 1, 1922 in Ciales and died on
December 1, 2010. Emilio enlisted in the Army in 1942
retiring after 21 years of service in 1963. He served in
Korea with the 65th for 13 months. Other assignments
included Japan, Germany, Puerto Rico, Panama, California,
Colorado, Texas and lllinois. Among his various awards are
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Korean Service medal
w/4 campaign stars, National Defense medal, WWII Victory
medal and the Good Conduct medal (3d award). He
predeceased his wife Josefa Ramos Fernandez and is
survived by four daughters and various grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Emilio was interred at the National Cemetery in
Bayamon, Puerto Rico. Reported by his nephew, LTC Arturo Pagan
Macaltao (Ret., USA.)

Abdon Acevedo, 82, of Westbury, Long Island, NY passed away
peacefully on January 17, 2011 at Winthrop-University Hospital with his
family by his side. He was born in Utuado, Puerto Rico on September 6,
1928. He was a devoted family man who enjoyed Jorge Negrete records,
cabinet making and his forever expanding vegetable garden. He
volunteered for the Army when he was 23 years old because of economic
hardships and because he wanted to be with his buddies who were
already serving. During the Korean War he served in
Company G of the 65t from August 1951 - 1953 as a
rifleman. His son writes: "When | was a little kid my father
would tell me stories about the 'Mambos' on Iron Horse
Mountain (whose lower part was called Jackson Heights),
the incoming mortar fire, and the giant Mongolian Chinese
soldiers with the flat noses and big fur hats that he saw lying =~z
dead in the snow. Then he would shake his head and go 5
silent; amazed that he had survived when so many of his
friends had not." At the funeral services, the New York
Chapter of the Borinqueneers Motorcycle club attended and
served as honor guard. He was laid to rest with full Military
Honors at Calverton National Cemetery in Long Island. He'’s
survived by his wife of 45 years, Rosario, sons, Arnold and Edgar,
daughters, Griselle and Evelyn and various grandchildren.  Reported by
his son, Arnold Abdon Acevedo.

| Sgto. Emilio Pagan Gines (Ret.), 88, de VVega Baja, nacié
el 1 de noviembre de 1922 en Ciales y muri6 el 1 de
diciembre de 2010. Emilio se ofrecid para el Ejército en 1942
- licenciandose después de 21 afios de servicio en 1963.
~Sirvio en Corea con el 65 de Infanteria por 13 meses. Otras
asignaciones incluyeron Japon, Alemania, Puerto Rico,
Panama, California, Colorado, Tejas y lllinois. Entre sus
premios esta la Insignia de Combate del Soldado, Medalla de
Servicio Coreano con 4 estrellas de campafia, Medalla
Nacional de Defensa, Medalla de Victoria de la 29 Guerra
Mundial y la Medalla de Buena Conducto (el 3¢ premio).
Fallecio antes de su esposa Josefa Ramos Fernandez y es sobrevivido
por cuatro hijas y varios nietos y bisnietos. Emilio fue enterrado en el
Cementerio Nacional, Bayamon, Puerto Rico. Reportado por su sobrino,
el Tnte. Cor. Arturo Pagén Macaltao, (Ret., US Army).

Abdon Acevedo, 82, de Westbury, Long Island, NY murié pacificamente
el 17 de enero de 2011 en el Hospital de la Universidad Winthrop
acompafiado por su familia. Naci6 en Utuado el 6 de septiembre de 1928.
Fue un dedicado hombre casero que disfruté de los discos de Jorge
Negrete, la ebanisteria y de su jardin vegetal que seguia expandiéndose.
Se ofrecio6 para el Ejército cuando tenia 23 afios a causa de dificultades
econdmicas y porque queria estar con sus compafieros que ya servian.
Durante la Guerra de Corea sirvié en la Compafia G del 65
desde agosto 1951 - 1953 como riflero. Su hijo escribe:
"Cuando era nifio mi padre me decia cuentos sobre los
'Mambos' de la Montafia Iron Horse (cuya baja parte era
llamada Jackson Heights), del fuego entrante de mortero, y
de los soldados mongoles gigantes con las narices planas y
los sombreros grandes de piel que él vio muertos en la nieve.
Entonces movia su cabeza de lado a lado y se quedaba
callado; asombrado de haber sobrevivido después que tantos
de sus amigos no sobrevivieron." En los funerales, el
Capitulo de Nueva York del Club de Motocicleta
Borinqueneers asistié y sirvi6 como guardia de honor. Fue
enterrado con honores militares en el Cementerio Nacional
de Calverton en Long Island. Es sobrevivido por su esposa de 45 afios,
Rosario, sus hijos, e Arnold y Edgar, sus hijas, Griselle y Evelyn y varios
nietos. Reportado por su hijo, Arnold Abddn Acevedo.

SSG Gil R. Lopez (Ret.), 88, of Columbus, GA was born on :
November 1, 1921 in Santurce, Puerto Rico and died on July |
21, 2010 after a brief illness. Enlisting in the Army in 1944, |
Lopez was assigned to the 295th Regiment in the Panama
Canal. During the Korean War, he was transferred to the
65th Infantry where he fought from the Korean peninsula to
the Yalu River. Other tours included Germany and Ft.
Benning, GA where Lopez retired in 1966 as a Staff
Sergeant. He then worked until his early 70's as a welder at
Centennial Bodyworks. On May 6, 2010, Lopez was
honored by the citizens of Columbus for his military service.
He received a congratulatory letter from Gen. Colin Powell
(USA, Ret.) thanking him for being his first platoon sergeant when he
was just a rookie lieutenant. Gil was a very humble person, but also
charming with a quick smile. He was a true gentleman. Lopez is
survived by his wife of 54 years, Carmen, three daughters and 4
grandchildren. He was interred at Fort Benning's Main Post Cemetery.
Reported by his wife, Carmen.
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Sgto. de Personal Gil R. Lopez (Ret.), 88, de Columbus, GA
nacié el 1 de noviembre de 1921 en Santurce y murié el 21 de
julio de 2010 después de una enfermedad breve. En 1944, se
fue de voluntario al Ejército donde lo asignaron al Regimiento
295 en el Canal de Panama. Durante la Guerra de Corea, fue
transferido al 65 de Infanteria donde luché desde la peninsula
coreana hasta el Rio Yalu. Otras asignaciones incluyeron
Alemania y Fort Benning, GA donde Lopez se jubil6 en 1966
como Sargento de Personal. Entonces trabajé como soldador
en Centennial Bodyworks. El 6 de mayo de 2010 Lopez fue
honrado por los ciudadanos de Columbus por su servicio
militar. Recibié una carta de felicitacion del Gen. Colin Powell

(Ret., US Army) agradeciéndole por haber sido su primer
sargento de pelotdn cuando él era solo un teniente novato. Gil era una
persona humilde y amable con una facil sonrisa. Fue un caballero
verdadero. Lopez es sobrevivido por su esposa de 54 afios, Carmen, tres
hijas y 4 nietos. Fue enterrado en Cementerio Principal de Fort Benning.
Reported by his wife, Carmen.




STAMP CAMPAIGN UPDATE
RESOLUTION AND LETTER OF SUPPORT

65th veteran Nicolas Cancel Figueroa sent us a copy of a letter he
received from the Senate of Puerto Rico informing him that on February
7, 2011 they had passed Resolution No. 36 which was sent to the
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee in support of an issuance of a U.S.
stamp honoring the 65th Infantry Regiment. Our efforts to obtain a copy
of this Resolution from the Senate were unsuccesful. But we hope that it
has indeed been passed. The letter also states that efforts were on the
way for the Puerto Rico House of Representatives to pass its own
Resolution.

Congressman Bill Posey of the15th Congressional District that covers
Brevard County, Florida sent us a copy of the Letter of Support that he
sent to the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee in support of a
commemorative stamp honoring the 65th Infantry.

Although our Stamp Campaign has slowed down, it is still very much

NOTICIAS DE LA CAMPANA DE SELLO
RESOLUCION Y CARTA DE APOYO

El veterano del 65, Nicolas Cancel Figueroa nos envié copia de una carta
que recibié del Senado de Puerto Rico informandole que el 7 de febrero
de 2011 aprobaron la Resolucion No. 36 que fue enviada al Comité
Asesor de Sello de los Ciudadanos a favor de la emision de un sello
honrando al Regimiento 65 de Infanteria. Nuestros intentos de comuni-
carnos con el Senado para obtener copia de la Resolucién no tuvo éxito.
Pero tenemos las esperanzas que verdaderamente ha sido aprobado. La
carta también indica que hay esfuerzos para que la Camara de
Representantes de Puerto Rico también aprueba su propia Resolucion.

El congresista Bill Posey del 15% Distrito Congresional que cubre el
Condado de Brevard en la Florida nos envi6 copia de la Carta de Apoyo
que le envi6 al Comité Asesor de Sello de los Ciudadanos a favor de un
sello conmemorativo honrando al 65 de Infanteria.

Aunque el progreso del Campafia de Sello se ha reducido, todavia sigue

active. Please continue collecting signatures,

Signatures obtained to date:

muy activo. j!Siga colectando firmas, firmando

signing online entries at ipetitions.com and
spreading the word about the campaign. Mail
signatures to: El Pozo Productions, PO Box 302,
Crompond, NY 10517. Call (914) 739-3989 or
visit www.borinqueneers.com/news/stamp-

ipetitions.com

Signed Petitions (firmas) 9,399

English Facebook page 9,546

en el internet en ipetitions.com y corriendo la
voz sobre la campafia. Envie sus firmas a: El
Pozo Productions, PO Box 302, Crompond, NY
10517. Llame al (914) 739-3989 o visite
www.borinqueneers.com/ news/stamp-

1,912

. Spanish Facebook page 382 campaian
campaign. TOTAL: 21,239 Lampagn.

65th veteran Juan O'Neill at
4 Veterans Administration's Hudson
; ’ Valley Healthcare System's Hispanic
o {

A Y

Virginia National Guard Presentation
September 14, 2010

Heritage Presentation in Montrose,
}r NY on September 20, 2010
el

Television interview on the Puerto Rican Panorama Show in
Philadelphia, PA on January 16, 2010. Sitting from left to right:
Héctor Diaz of the PA Chapter of the Borinqueneers Motorcycle

Club, Efrain Rivera of the American Legion Post 840, Noemi and
host Diego Castellanos and other local veterans.

A fundraiser presentation on
May 8, 2010 sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Chapter of the
Borinqueneers Motorcycle
Club. An unidentified naval
officer (center) recognizes
(from left to right) Tom Guffain
(son of 65th vet LTC Tomas

University of Wisconsin Presentation on March 30, 2011 sponsored by the

Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc. (pictured) with Noemi and 65th vet
Eugenio Quevedo in the center.

Guffain), 65th vets Raul Reyes
Castarieira and Luis Delgado,
and Raul Rodriguez (son of
65th vet Maj. Luis Raul

Rodriguez).
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BORINOUANIA:
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Adalberto Rubio Mejia Elmo R. Rubio Mejia Nelson Neri Rubio Mejia $SG Miguel Berlingeri (Ret.) SGT Emilio Pagan Gines, (Ret.)
WWII (Deceased 10/18/2010) WWII (Deceased 7/7/2007)  WWII (Deceased 5/11/1984) Heavy Mortar Co., 7/50-3/51 Served with 65th in Korea
The Rubio Mejia Brothers Served for 22 yrs. - 1943-1966 Served in Army 1942-63
f uncles of Euripides Rubio, a Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient f

4 )
German Rodriguez Torres Edwin Aviles

Carlos Montes SSG Jose H. Liscano Luis Sabater Velazquez
Co. “L” 1/51- 11/51, Purple Heart Co. “M” 9/50- 5/51 1951-55 stationed in (Ret., NG) "El Mexicano" Co. “E” 1951-1953
Losey Field, Ponce, PR Co. “G” 6/52- 2/53
e o t-shirts, hoodies g Proud to be Puerto Rican PHOTO SUBMISSIONS
e embroidered jackets BORfNQUENEERS ¢© A | ENVIOS DE FOTOS
7 am the proud daughterof @ rig ° p0|0 Shil'ts % ~OF THE G571 INFANTRY REGIMENT o,,hﬂ“»' :
BORINQUENEER ® caps £ i We welcome photographs of
| * mugs veterans of the 65th Infantry.
® bumper stickers AZEED ECIS CHIED
e add your photo or name information on the 65t veteran.
¢ productos en espariol Aceptamos fotos de veteranos
A e volume discounts del 65 de Infanteria. Favor de
e enviar informacién completa
Many more unique and personalized products are available at sobre el veterano.
www.borinqueneers.com/shop or call (914) 739-3989 to order.

El Pozo Productions
P.O. Box 302 STAMP
Crompond, NY 10517
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